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Baird for such a service to Colonel Wcllesley;
for, as Commander-in-Chief at Madras, lie had
been one of the Council that supported the Earl
of Buckinghamshire in the discharge of a painful
duty, by removing Colonel Baird from the com-
mand of Tanjore, because he had been deluded by
his Dabash, and other intriguing money-lenders,
*o interpose his opinions and influence in*the civil
affairs of the government of that province, for the
purpose of prolonging Amer Sing's usurpation of
the rights of Serfogee, the prince entitled, by the
Hindoo law, to fill the throne of Tanjore.

But this just mark of General Harris's disap-
probation of such improper interference did not
prejudice his view of Colonel Baird's military
merits. To these he did full justice in the General
Orders,, published after Colonel Baird's removal
from Tanjore, "proclaiming to the Army the
favourable opinion he had formed of the Colonel,
whilst in command of the 77th Regiment, so emi-
nently distinguished by a series of long^ spirited,
and arduous services, honourable to themselves
and advantageous to their country."

These were the parting words of General
Harris, then Commander-in-Chief at Madras, to
Colonel Baird, in October, 1797, and when the
Colonel returned from the Cape of Good Hope to
Madras, in January, 1799, having been promoted
to the rank of Major-General, and appointed to
the Staff of India, he was received by the Com-